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1 . SINCE MANY U.S. COMPANIES TRADE WITH THE USSR THROUGH 
WESTERN EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE SUBSIDIARIES, ANALYSIS OF 
IMPACT OF SUBJECT DECREE NECESSITATES COLLECTION OF 
INFORMATION ON SOVIET TAX RELATIONS WITH THOSE COUNTRIES. 
WE HAVE IN THE FILES COPIES OF LETTER AGREEMENTS ON 
TAXATION THE USSR MADE WITH FRANCE AND FINLAND IN 1967 AND 
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1970, RESPECTIVELY. THESE AGREEMENTS COVER ONLY INCOME 
FROM THE SALE OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY RIGHTS. WE ARE 
ALSO AWARE OF SHIPPING/AIR TAX AGREEMENTS WITH THE U.K., 
FRANCE, NORWAY, SWEDEN AND DENMARK. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, 
THESE ARE THE ONLY TAX AGREEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN ENTERED 
INTO BY THE U.S.S.R. 
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2. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
ASSISTANCE IN CHECKING WITH OTHER WESTERN EMBASSIES IN 
MOSCOW TO DETERMINE (1) WHETHER THE ABOVE AGREEMENTS ARE 
STILL IN EFFECT; (2) WHETHER THE SOVIETS HAVE BROADER 
TAX AGREEMENTS WITH ANY WESTERN COUNTRIES; AND (3) 
WHETHER THERE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS OR NEGOTIATIONS ON 

TAX AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES. FYI: 

POSTS IN WESTERN EUROPE AND JAPAN ARE ALSO BEING 
QUERIED ON THESE QUESTIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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